Minutes of Dorchester Transport Action Group Meeting
8t" April 2025, 10.00-11.30

Attendees: Stewart Palmer, Giles Watts, Joe Doak, Les Scarth, Susan Blake,
Richard Taylor, Robin Potter, William Gibbons, Nick Hurrell, Bob Driscoll
(WATAG), Dave Cannon (Loders Transport Group), Julie Booker, John
Collingwood (WATAG), David Moss, Frances Hogwood.

Apologies: David Durose, Rob Hattersley, Sally Falkingham, Mary Calvert, Paul
Langdon, Wendy Allwood,

1. Welcome and Notices (Stewart and Giles)
We welcomed Nick Hurrell from WATAG

e Minutes from last meeting were approved

e We briefly reviewed outstanding actions from the last meeting

2. Guest speaker Joe Doak - Dorchester Civic Society | = 7 -
Joe has previously spent 30 years as urban planner e
and university lecturer ‘

e Joe introduced the topic of Sustainable Transport with
a diagram:
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e Sustainability requires win-win-win: environmentally, economically and
socially

e Atown the size of Dorchester needs multiple interactions and a
coordinated plan for successful future development.

e There is an opportunity for higher density housing that supports public
transport with a phasing out of car parking spaces from the centre of town.



e Much better if new developments are channelled along transport corridors
and they need to be plan-led not developer-led with master planning and
the right structure like the old development corporations.

e North Dorchester needs a rethink and a coordinated approach. It does not
lie in a sustainable transport location.

e Crossways has no centre and little work but could be a sustainable location
with the right planning and vision.

e Poundbury succeeded because of coordinated planning.

e Bob Driscoll commented that new bus services need a clear market

e Giles commented that railway lines could be sustainable transport-led
developments but that this would require investment in dual tracks at
Moreton and on the Heart of Wessex line

e David Moss pointed out that a new railway station at Stratton or Frampton
must accept new developments to part pay for them

e David also mentioned there may be an opportunity for a Cerne Valley bus
transport corridor

3. West Dorset Cycling Meeting

This meeting took place in County Hall on 31°* March with reps from DTAG,

DCAN, Sustrans, Councillors and Dorset Council. PTAG were invited but did not

attend this time. Highlights include:

e Confirmed Transport Plan (LTP4) consultation will not be until the Autumn.

e Funding for Active Travel depends on the council’s status. Dorset is level 1
(out of 4) but is trying hard to qualify as Level 2 (to attract more funding).

e GW discussed a cycling incidient on Weymouth Seafront involving a DTAG
member. However, there was no appetite for any changes to the bylaw that
disallows cyclists on the seafront between April and October.

e The Maumbury road scheme is expected to take another 2 months before
complete during which there will be further traffic delays.

e Changes to the junctions at either end of Williams Avenue will start once
the Maumbury junction is complete. This will improve them both for
pedestrians and cyclists.

e |t has been agreed that 4 parking spaces will remain on Damers Road by the
Fish and Chip shop which will allay fears by councillors.

e Kevin Humphries confirmed that the senior ranger is considering a public
path creation order with a key landowner of the old railway between
Maiden Newton and Toller Pocorum. This is a key section that we would
like to see opened as a trailway and cycle route.

¢ In addition, a feasibility study is being undertaken to look at resurfacing the
trailway between Whetley Bridge and Loders.



B

Media and Social Media (Julie Booker)
Website is going well with new articles every week.
Ramping up publicity for stall (7" June), open public meeting (18" June) and
cycle ride (13% July).
Rob has become very busy with his new job as CEO of the Civic Voice, the
national charity for English civic societies, of which Dorchester Civic Society
is @ member. So he will be stepping back from some DTAG activities.

Action: Julie/Rob to put out a newsletter in April.

5.

Walking and Cycling (David Durose and Frances Hogwood)

5.1 South Street (Stewart)

South Street is now due to open
to pedestrians on Friday 11t
April.

Congratulations to Robin Potter
and Stewart for the pressure
they have applied to Dorset
Council to make this happen.
The Town Council is discussing
options to improve the walking
surface when the reconstruction
is completed.

5.2 Dorchester South Station Works (Stewart)

5.3

The latest works have strongly improved the forecourt, ticket office, waiting
area and services at Dorchester South Station.

However, the area in front of the station is not pedestrian friendly and
there is no clear pedestrian crossing.

In particular, there is a step down from the ramp and then a curve without
a dropped curb. This is dangerous for anyone who is partially sighted or
with mobility issues.

Robin Potter and Mollie Rennie are advocating changes. One issue is
whether a crossing is the responsibility of Highways or Network Rail/SWR.

Beryl Bikes
Beryl bikes are going from strength to strength with strong usage of 20,000
journeys since the scheme’s start.
New bays now implemented in Poundbury and at Dorchester South Station.



5.4 Cycleway Maintenance (David Durose)
e The probation service has agreed that they can provide manpower for cycle
path maintenance in Dorchester. A draft MOU is expected shortly.

5.5 Cargo Bikes (Frances Hogwood)

e Progress is difficult with no reply from Deliveroo. Waitrose, Uber Eats have
their own delivery systems.

e Frances to rethink what might be possible.

5.6 Loders Transport Group
Dave Cannon updated us on the Loders Transport Group (LTG) who are
trying to develop a sustainable off-road transport route for pedestrians and
cyclists between Loders and Bradpole.

e There are three key land owners, one in Loders and two in Bradpole.
Negotiations are delicate but some progress is being made.

e One option is using the field coming into the Loders Arms owned by the
Palmers Brewery.

Action: Giles to organise meeting with LTG, WATAG and DTAG to see if we can

help in any way.

Hradpolt

F

The disused railway from the kissing gate at the bottom of Vicarage Lane to Caley Way provides a
—— unique opportunity for a 1 km direct, level, traffic free, heritage route from Loders to Bradpole.
This will encourage all the benefits of active travel by avoiding the busy, narrow, steep road with
dangerous blind bends as well as reducing our carbon footprints,




6.

6.1

Buses

Status update (Les Scarth)
X51 moves to the new summer timetable on 23™ May. The service is still in
the schedule which is very encouraging.
Bob Driscoll warned that some of their services are shrinking at the end of
the day and suggested we keep a close eye on the new timetables. For
example the last bus beyond Bridport will be at 15.37.
Robin mentioned that there is a proposal for some very late buses from
Weymouth to Dorchester (around 01.00 am) during the summer.
No news from Adrian Glover on London Road bus stop.

Action: Les to take a detailed look at the new bus timetables in Dorchester to

loo

k out for shrinking services.

Action: Stewart to discuss shrinking bus services at the next TAG leaders

me

7.

7.1

eting.

Trains (Richard Taylor)

Status Update (Richard Taylor)
Dorchester South Station works nearly complete (see section 4.2) and were
opened by Edward Morello on Fri 4" April.
Despite reminders, SW Railways have still not taken down the sign pointing
to the temporary exit — causing unnecessary confusion.
Richard attended a South Wessex CRP meeting. Enhancements are
proposed at Weymouth and Dorchester West Stations.
The stations “Friends of” groups are looking for new volunteers to help
maintain the plants at both Dorchester South and West stations.
There is a request for the Weymouth train at 49 minutes past each hour to
stop at platform 1. This is theoretically possible but requires all trains to be
on time. Probably best to leave until the new management (Great British
Railways) is in charge.

Roads and Vehicles (Davis Moss)
David Moss is working on the integrated transport document.
Giles to talk about Electric cars at next meeting (if time).



9. AOB

e No Planning Permissions to discuss this month (Giles)

e Date of the next meeting is Tuesday May 13,

e Post meeting, the AGM has now been set for 10.00 on 6th May by Zoom. An
invitation has been sent to all membrs.

Possible Talks at Future Meetings

Ken Lambert, Dorchester Disabled Club

Bob Owen, Chairman South Wessex CRP — West Dorchester Station
Colin Divall, WATAG — Maiden Newton to Bridport Railway

David Moss, DTAG/DCS — Shared Spaces

Cargo Bikes and their usage in Dorchester



Outstanding Actions (17-04-25)

Walking (Frances Hogwood) and Cycling (David Durose)

Giles to organise meeting with LTG, WATAG and DTAG to see if we can help
in any way with the Loders Transport Group who are proposing an offroad
cycle and pedestrian route between Loders & Bradpole. In discussion.

Buses (Les Scarth) and Trains (Richard Taylor)

Stewart to write to First Group regarding the possibility of a Sunday
extension of the No10 bus into Poundbury. To revisit in June.

Stewart to contact Yellow Bus company about option of new service in
Dorchester. Revisit once DC has a bus franchising strategy.

Wendy to ask Damory why bus audio system is unreliable. In progress.
Stewart to press Adrian Glover for a response about the London Road bus
stop. At next TAG leaders meeting.

Les to take a detailed look at the new bus timetables to look out for
shrinking services; and Stewart to discuss at the next TAG leaders meeting.

Roads and Vehicles (David Moss)

Stewart and Julie produce a paper on Community Transport & talk to Dorset
Council to about system efficiency and making it easier to find the links.
Giles to prepare 1-pager proposal and slidepack non a trial of official “Hitch
Hiking” sites in and around Dorchester.

Giles to find out who in Dorset council knows about car sharing schemes
and make contact with them.

Communications and Media (Julie Booker)
e Julie and Rob to put out a newsletter in April

Dorset Council, Dorchester Town Council and Other

David and Giles to work on a local transport vision for Dorchester to be
submitted to Dorset Council as part of the LTP4 discussions. In progress.
Giles to progress transport project with CPRE and report back. In progress.



