Minutes of Dorchester Transport Action Group Meeting
9th Sep 2025, 10.00-11.30

Attendees: Stewart Palmer, Giles Watts, Julie Booker, Susan Blake, Les Scarth,
Robin Potter, David Moss, William Gibbons, Richard Taylor, David Durose (at
end)

Apologies: Christina Hammond, Paul Langdon, Sally Falkingham

Welcome and Introductions (Stewart)
Stewart welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Minutes of last meeting were approved.
Actions list was not reviewed - see remaining list at the end
No guest speaker this month

e 0o 0 0o

2. Consultations

2.1 Local Plan Consultation

e Dorset Council have launched a sites consultation
on the draft local plan. See here. We have until
13" October to respond. Y poreet Counil

e The planis from 2026-2043 (17 years) and covers 2:f e e
housing, employment space, renewable energy
and more.

e The government has set a huge housing target of
3246 houses per year or 55,000 over the term of
the plan. We need some new homes of course but
such numbers are excessive and do not address B et
local needs.

e This is new target is 2x the previous target (which was very unpopular) and
3x the historic build rate.

e Sadly, it does not tackle the real housing crisis in Dorset — lack of truly
affordable and social rental homes

e Dorset council propose relaxing settlement boundaries to achieve this.

e The site consultation includes 240 schemes adding 45000 houses mostly on
greenfield land. There has been little or no screening of these sites, they are
just what developer, landowners and the council have put forward.

e Locally, the sites include 3750 North of Dorchester, 495 elsewhere in
Dorchester, 4000 in Crossways, 1170 in Broadmayne, 580 in Charminster,
2265 in Weymouth and 1172 in Chickerell etc. etc.

e The council has itself described the targets as “unrealistic and
unachievable”.



https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/dorset-council-local-plan

e Few of these sites include any plans for transport, services, water, medical
care, schools etc.

® You may like to read this letter from Dorset CAN about the Local Plan

Action: Giles to coordinate our DTAG response. Please send him your input.

Action: Please make your own individual responses as well

2.2 Local Transport Plan Consultation

® At the same time Dorset Council have
launched a consultation on the draft
local transport plan (LTP4). See here.

e The plan covers a Strategy (Vision and | [sealTranspert Plan (LTP) aozsa061
implementation for Dorset and BCP. O Crtlorconmeen m

e There are six key objectives: 1.
Safeguard the climate and
environment, 2. Improve health and
wellbeing, 3. Create accessible and prosperous Places, 4. Enable a safer
transport network, 5. A resilient and fit-for-purpose transport network and
6. Public transport that is inclusive and accessible.

e Plans for Dorchester include: more EV charging points, promotion of car
clubs, electric buses, decarbonising freight, safer crossings, expanded
bike-share, support behaviour change, traffic management, support
improvements to A35 and A37, support for 20mph zones, safer routes to
schools, improve public transport (frequency and coverage), strengthen rail
connectivity, support seamless travel.

e The plans are full of great aspirations but lack funding, detail, and any
commitment to material changes to our infrastructure.

Action: Giles to coordinate our DTAG response. Please send him your input.

Action: Please make your own individual responses as well

This is where your journey begins...

2.3  North Dorchester

Development

® A masterplan prepared by
Hyas for Dorset Council for the
North Dorchester
Development is in the draft
local plan. See the web site
and masterplan document.

e Interestingly this is
significantly different from the
masterplan advertised by the
developer: Grainger (and Wyatts). See here and here.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Reejw1PpuRMLqGVEYgu2XR1l7xGRLXX2/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=108207643058447922506&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/roads-highways-maintenance/transport-planning/local-transport-plan
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/garden-communities
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/d/guest/250801-ndgc-emerging-draft-masterplan-aug-2025
https://www.northdorchester.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/North-Dorchester-Consortium-Boards-Aug-2025.pdf
https://www.northdorchester.org.uk/consultation/

Grainger’s plan is “ownership led” as it excludes land from three land
owners in the North. Dorset Councils Plan (prepared by Hyas) is “Landscape
led” and is, frankly, a better plan.

A third masterplan may exist led by Turner Associates (the land agent for
Kirby’s and Barber’s land).

Grangers say they will seek planning permission as soon as possible
(Oct/Nov). It will be for 3750 homes and they expect Kirby’s and Barber’s
land to be added afterwards which would mean 4000+ homes in total.
Phase 1 is the Eastern section. Access would be along Slyers Lane from the
B3150 into Dorchester (not from the A35).
All masterplans, currently include e

a new link road, connecting the Link Road
A35 and the A37. However, this
would bring substantial quantities
of heavy traffic through the
garden community (which seems
contrary to its purpose).

Two new junctions would be
required with the western one across the water meadows. They would be
very expensive almost certainly requiring funding from the Department of
Transport. This could affect the viability of the development and cost
promises on affordable housing and net zero.

Graingers claim “previous studies have shown that providing a link road will
... help reduce traffic on the southern bypass, as well as through the centre
of Dorchester.” It is much more likely that, with an extra 10,000 people living
in North Dorchester, it will just increase traffic on all these roads.

STAND (Save The Area North of Dorchester) are producing a leaflet about
the development to which DTAG have contributed.

STAND are leading a protest against the development on Sat 4™ October.
The town council are meeting to discuss the development on 6™ October.
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Action: Giles to coordinate our DTAG response. Please send him your input.
Action: Please make your own individual responses to the developers
consultation here.

2.4 Dorchester Transport Plan — David Moss

David Moss is preparing a transport Plan for Dorchester.

It is important that this should be available alongside consultation of the
transport plan.

David commented that the Local Plan sites are still dominated by road
transport and need to think about active travel and public transport first.
For example, a new bus route along the Cerne valley could allow more
sustainable development of the villages along the route


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9GVk2O_-UkWdNGkZb053Jd-46f_LZ4NDmxdUEN9HGlRUREQzWFNVRUFHTVo4QkZBU0dIUUQ0WkpGMi4u

3.

Media and Social Media
Lots of people are looking at our web site and social media.
An article on the Local Transport Plan will be on the web site by 10" Sep.

Action: Please post your transport notices on our Facebook site. Please send

your articles for the web site to Julie. For training on the web site,
please contact Julie

Action: Julie to work with Rob on a new newsletter

Active Travel (Walking and Cycling)
Frances still looking at the pedestrian crossing at Dorchester South Station.
Decision taken to review the Streets Alive Cycle Ride on 13" July at our next
meeting. (Julie and Giles)
David is making progress on Lower Lewell Farm cycle route with Nick Ireland
who is leader of the council and councillor for Owermoigne.

Buses
Good news on the Nr 10 bus which will be extended in Poundbury to
compensate for other bus services that are scaled back in the winter.
Unfortunately, the X51/X53 winter timetable is a disgrace with a very
low-level service and poor (or non-existent) connectivity to key transport
routes.
This is in clear contradiction with the draft Local Transport Plan
Stewart has been taking a lead along with Derek Beer, Belinda Bawden
(Green Councillor at Lyme) and the TAGs. Our MP Edward Morello is also
involved.
A key meeting with Jon Andrews (DC transport portfolio holder) is
scheduled for Mon 15" Sep.
Stewart has written to Tony Curio about the London Road Bus Stop.
Unfortunately, he has not yet received a response.
Open meeting to start a campaign to restore the bus service to Stratton will
take place at Stratton Parish Council on Wed 17™. Julie will come to the
meeting with Stewart to ensure good forward publicity.
At the moment, the only bus service to Stratton is a single Dorset
Community Transport (DCT) bus on Wednesdays.

Trains
Lots of delays for maintenance work around Southampton, Castle Cary and
Yeovil. So weekend transport is difficult.
There will be an invitation-only event at Dorchester West on 26" Sep to
celebrate Rail 200.



e The old Bradford Peverell and Stratton halt on the Heart of Wessex line was
mentioned as a possible way to increase access to public transport in these
villages. It was closed in 1966, along with its neighbouring station at
Grimstone and Frampton. Stewart to explain the context later.

® Giles mentioned the poor state of the Dorchester South Station flowerbeds
and how this could be a job for the “Guerrilla Gardening” team to sort out.

Action: Richard to contact Purbeck CRP to ask about the status of the

flowerbeds.

7. Roads and Vehicles

e Carmel to update us on the Poundbury Car Share scheme at the next
meeting

® Giles to update on the CPRE Transport Project at the next meeting

® Giles mentioned the possibility of an EV car day in Dorchester which would
encourage car manufacturers to show off their latest electric models. This
could also be used as a fund raising event for DTAG.

Action: Giles and Stewart to discuss offline and propose a way forward if

looking viable.

8. AOB

® Gibbs and Dandy site off the Great Western Roundabout is due to be
redeveloped for housing & commercial. There should be no transport
issues.

e Bob Owen will be the guest speaker at our October meeting

® Giles suggested asking the transport consultant from the North Dorchester
development to give a short talk at a future DTAG meeting.

e Next meeting will be Tuesday October 14™ at 10.00

9. Possible Talks at Future Meetings

Colin Divall, WATAG — Maiden Newton to Bridport Railway

David Moss, DTAG/DCS — Shared Spaces

Ed Josey, Transport issues of the North Dorchester Development
?, Cargo Bikes and their usage in Dorchester



Outstanding Actions (14-09-25)

Walking (Frances Hogwood) and Cycling (David Durose)

Giles to organise a wrap-up and feedback meeting after the Community
Cycling Event

Buses (William Gibbons) and Trains (Richard Taylor)

Stewart to contact Yellow Bus company about option of new service in
Dorchester. Revisit once DC has a bus franchising strategy.

Stewart to get a response from Tony Cirio about the London Road bus stop.
Stewart to find and circulate Bob Owen's email about Weymouth train nrs
Stewart to follow up on the Access-for-All funding application status
Stewart to set up a meeting with Stratton parish council about restoring the
bus service.

Richard to contact Purbeck CRP to ask about the status of the flowerbeds at
Dorchester South Railway station.

Roads and Vehicles (David Moss)

Stewart and Julie produce a paper on Community Transport.

David to work on a local transport vision for Dorchester. In progress.
Carmel and William to continue to research car club options and prepare a
description of the project.

Julie and Frances to prepare a press release with statistics and data
supporting 20mph speed limits throughout Dorchester

Giles and Stewart to discuss the idea of an EV car day and propose a way
forward if looking viable.

Communications and Media (Julie Booker)

Julie to organise a Social Media “Clinic” at next DTAG meeting
Julie to work with Rob on a new newsletter

Other

Julie to collate feedback from the four key transport questions and analyse
the data before reporting back through our website & social media.

Julie to organise a meeting to discuss the results of this year’s open public
meeting.

Giles to progress transport project with CPRE and report back.

Giles to coordinate our DTAG response to the Local Plan, the local transport
Plan and the North Dorchester Development. Please send him your input.
Please make your own individual responses as well.



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hwTsyjhx6pnJloYgszJRhefxAHEmrTfT?usp=share_link

